BULLET GRAPH, 1 ACTUAL VALUE, NO HACKS

info. arete. myrams@gmail.com

1. Adjust the Color Palette as necessary.

Low, Average, High

> Tools
R: 192 > Options
G: 192 > Color
B: 192
Modify the color palette
R: 221 to work with the colors shown at left.
G: 221
B: 221 This palette is merely an approximation
of the bullet graph design specifications.
R: 238
G: 238
B: 238 The modified color palette.
options 21 x|
Wigw | Calculation | Edit I General | Transikion | Cuskom Lisks | Chart
Target { International | Save | Error Checking | Spelling | Security
R: 255 Standard calors: -
G: 0 andard colars . . . . . . . MEIIjIF':."... |
B 0 EEEEEEEN |
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’—g:.py colars Fram %
One part Actual Value
o, I Cancel
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5.

Enter the data to be used for simulating the “Actual” bar,
the “Low, Avg, High” bars, and the “Target”.

Because of the nature of the data for this example, the
maximum “high” value for the will be 100,

and the maximum low value will be 0.

Low =0 > 25%, Avg = 25% to 50%, High = 50% to 100%.

Because the “Target” value of 10 will be in the “Low”

range, you need the “Target” between two values

for the Low. Why not have 0.20% for the Target? Well, you could,
but if you plan to shrink the chart by a significant amount, give
yourself a little cushion by adjusting it's size up by 0.1%.

H I J K L i
Actual Low1 Target iLow2 Avyg High
27.00% 10.00%  :0.30% 1480% 2500% 50.00%

Select the data for the chart.

H I d K L ful

Actual Lowl Tarqget Low?2 Avi High

27 00%  F000%  :0.30% 14.80% 26 00% 50.00%

Begin making the chart.
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Choose a 100% Stacked Bar Chart.

Chart Wizard - Step 1 of 4 - Chart Type d A

Standard Types | Cuskom Types |

Chart bype: Chart sub-tvpe:

Calurnn -

‘ Area

o Croughinuk
@r R.adar
@ Surface

®: Bubble ;l

Chart Wizard - Step 2 of 4 - Chart Source Data d A

Data Range | Seties |

|
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0% 20% 40% B0% a0y 100%

Daka range:

Series in: {* Rows

" Columns

Cancel < Back. | Blext = I Eirish




Change the Series to be in Columns.

Chart Wizard - Step 2 of 4 - Chart Source Data ed |

Data Range | Seties |

O Series]
B Eeriesd]
i O ZeriesH
O Seriesd]
B SeriesD
O Eericsiy
0% 20% 40% B0% S0% 00
Datarange:  |=sheet1l$asz:$Fsz |
Series in: " Rows

Turn off the X-axis, and retain the Y-axis.

Chart Wizard - Step 3 of 4 - Chark Options ed b

Titles Anes |Griu:||ines | Legend I Diaka Labels | Data Tal:ulel

* automatic

r Categury % O Series]

) B Eericsd]

™ Time-scale O Seriesd
[V Walue () axis O eriesd)
B Eeriesh

O EeriesH

0% 20% 40% B0 a0 100x




9. Turn off Major Gridlines and turn off the Legend.

10. Insert your chart, and shrink it to size approximating the size,
but not smaller than what you want the final chart to be.

11. Change the border to and the background fill of the Plot Area to “none”.
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12. Select any one of the data series and Format Data Series.
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¥ ¥ n " ¥ ¥ " o Chart Type...

Source Data, ..

Clear




13. Change the Gap width to 0.

Format Data Series

Patkterns | Axis |  Error Bars I Data Labels | Series Order  Oplions I

overlap: oo = %

izap width: |EI| 5‘ x

[ series lines
™ wary colors by point

ITI Cancel
14. Select Series 1, the Series corresponding to the Actual Value,
and Format Data Series.
= | H | I J K L Il
‘Actual  Low1l Target iLow2 Avg High
EZ?.EIEI% I*lIII.EIEI% 0.30% 14.80% 25.00% i50.00%

t

Seties 1 Paoink 1
" Malue: 27.00%:




15.

16.

Change the Axis of this Series to the Secondary Axis.

Format Data Series

Patterns Bxis | % Error Bars I Data Labels | Seties Order I Cptions |

—Plok series on

i Primary axis

I, I Cancel

Your chart should appear similar to the following,
and will have an Axis at both the top and bottom:




17.

18.

Select the top Axis, also known as the Secondary Axis...

A

| B Formalfg:is. ..
L

Clear

Under Patterns, change the Lines, the Major tick mark type,
the Minor tick mark type, and the Tick mark labels

all to None.

F‘atterns Scale | Fonkt | Mumber | Aligriment | %
—Lines —ajor tick mark type
' aukomatic ™ Maone ™ Outside
" None " Inside % Cross
€ Custom ~Tinor tick mark bype
Style: I jv % Mone " outside
Color: I Aubomatic TI " Inside " Cross
welght: —Tick mark labels
i~ Mone ™ High
—Sample i Low £ Mext ko axis
(04 I Cancel
~Lines ~Tajor tick mark byvpe
{= Nune* " outside

i Aukornakic

™ Cuska
Skyle;

Color:

Weight:

-

I— vI
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i~ Inside i Cross

|-Sam|:-|e

—inor tick mark bvpe
& None ®® " Outside
" Inside ™ Cross

~Tick mark labels
* More <€ " High
i~ Low i~ Mext bo axis




19. On the Scale of the Secondary Axis...

Formataxis x|

Patterns

Yalue () axis scale

Auka

v Minimum: IEI

v Mazirnurn: IUS—
v Maior unit: IEI.IIIS

v Minor unik: IEI.IIIl

v Category (%) axis

Crosses ak: II:I
Display units; INDne vI ¥ show display units label on chart

[ Logarithmic scale

™ Walues in reverse order

[ Category (%) axis crosses at maximum value

K, I Zancel

...change the Maximum value to 1.

Don't worry about the other values.

What's important here is that the Secondary Axis (the axis at the top of the chart)

has a maximum value of 1, while the Primary Axis (the axis at the bottom of the chart)
has a maximum value of 100.

Patterns Scale | Fonkt | Murmber | .ﬁ.lignmentl
Malue () axis scale

Auta

v Minimum: ID—
[T Maximum: Il—h— ["}é
v Majar unik: IEI.IZIS

v Minar unit: IIZIIZII—

¥ Category (%) axis
Crosses ak: ]

Display units: INI:Ine vI ¥ show display units label on chart




Now your chart should appear similar to below.
(note how the scale of the Actual value regained its accuracy). :

18. Select the bottom Axis, also known as the Primary Axis, and
choose Format Axis.

7 [Rarmat Axis...
r‘\e.

Clear

19. Change the font size of the Primary Axis to 8pt.
Change the Primary Axis line color to a dark grey instead of black.

20. Go through each of the data series and Format Data Series.
Set the border to “none” and the background fill to the appropriate color
within the bullet graph background.

0% 20% 40%% B0% g0% 100%

0% 20% 40% B0% G0 1003
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0% 20% 40% B0% 0% 100%

(The Target area is a very thin line, so you won't have much space
to select its data series.)

u
0% 20% 40% B0% B0% 100%
n
u
0% 20% 40% B0% B0% 100%
n
u
0% 20% 40% B0% 80% 100%
n
21. Turn off the chart area border and background fill, and you're

bullet graph is ready to go.

0% 20% 40%%

BO0% g0% 100%
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22. You can change the “height” of the Actual value by increasing the Gap Width.

Format Data Series ﬂ

Patterns | Bis | ¥ Error Bars I Data Labels | Seties Order  Options I

Crverlap: II:I 5‘ ™ Series lines

S ep = ™ Mary colors by poink!

w RLEd X mx Lk H ks [1b4 b ko mx mx 110X

(0] 4 I Cancel

23. If your Actual value exceeds 100%, the chart will simply “stop” at 100.

0% 20% 40% B0 0% 100%

Moving and Re-sizing?
The valuable Draw > Select Objects tool is a valuable helper.

Draw = .,@#gtnﬁhapes* ™
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